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Connectivity
Barriers
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Connectivity
Barriers

~ Pedestrian connection to Alewife T Stop View from Fresh Pond Mall towards project area

Page 11



Open Space

Danehy Park
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Open Space

Fresh Pond
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Points of Interest

Athletic field at Danehy Park

Open Space at Jefferson Park Fresh Pond Mall
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Points of Interest
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3. CONCEPTUAL APPROACH
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The concept focuses on enhanced
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure
throughout the neighborhood, a continuous
open space network and a robust urban
design framework that highlights existing
assets and anticipates future development.



1. Connecting people

5. Increase connections
between properties

18121

2.Link existing open
spaces into a network

6. Form gateways
to the neighborhood

Urban Design Diagrams

3.Enhance pedestrian and
bicycle connections

7. Anticipate a (future)
rail crossing
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4. Improve Rindge
Avenue streetscape
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8. Prepare for
changes over time
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1. Link existing open spaces into a network

erry’s Pit is an antlficial pond that

was created alsout 1870 from a

disused claypit. [t is the last of
many plts that cratered Monh Cam-
bridge from the time tich clay-beds
were discovered (ne 1844 until they
ware extunsted a century later.

Jerry's Pt was probably named
alter Jereminh MoCrehan | 1524
1907} native of Treland whe fist
worked as a laborer (n Sorth Cam-
bridge in the TRS0s. MoCrehan lived
at 146 Rindge Avenue in the Kidder-
Sargent-MoCrehan house, which was
Baullt i 1792, When clay was disconv-
ered Scdomon Sargent comverted his
larmibrouse iito 3 hoarding house for
brickyard weorkers and sold off his
dirchiard for building lots, creating the
Irish immigrant neighiworhood of

Sign at Jerry's pond
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The Naary Cambridge tasdoap
1ty brickyanhs

ad thi Boew Englad Wil Co mx m

o e

“Pubdin.® McCrelan purchased the
howse in 1B67, and it remained in his
Eamily until 1946,

In 1867, MoCrehan and Chaples-
town brick-makes Garrett Neaghe
estaldished a brickyard on Sherman
Street and probably leased the clavbed
thast became known a5 Jerry’s it By
L8P0 the clay had Been removed and
the pit allowed to [l with water

The McCrehan & Neagle partner-
shifp lated until 1878, when Its pro-
perty wasdost to foreclosurc. [n 1883,
the DeRosay family, Frenich Canadians
who had leared the trade at the Bay
State Brick Company, reapened the
yard. Jevemibal McoCretian, however,
had Teft the brick indistry for good
He wiorked as a teamister ungil his

death in 1907,

L 8/
" - =N MM
AV s s W

] AL e wielh
izl ohitdsewas Busltnearby
stome Mocks of loe that were cut here
each winter. Ir the 19205, whet loe
was 10 longer harvested from the
pod, the insulated bulldings were
occupied by 1. B Johnson. an boe
creanmt maker,

Jermy's Pt was well known as a
ngighbochood swimming hole. Even
though the property was privitely
owned, the Cambridge Park Depart-
ment assumed supervision of the
pond after the city bullt mearky
Russell Field jn 1913,

In the early 1940k, the Dewey &
Almy Chemileal Company, which
piped water from (he pond 1o its
nearby plant, purchased the propesty
and gave the City 55000 to lmprove
the beach and bulld a Bathiouse

From 1946 1o 1951, fifteen bar-
racks-dike bofldings next 1 the pond
Provided temporary housing for pe-
Tusrmiys veterins. Swimming corntin.
ted undl the McoCrehan Pood, named
for Jeremiahs grandson, Frank }
“Cheese” MeCrehan, epened in 1961,

Somrgan
Cambridge Coay Dinnigde

Cannleitipr | horscal Cosmmissine. s -

Wity ]
e Local residents and advocate groups are tr;_/lng
to make this site available to the public again

Cambmge 3



2. Enhance pedestrian and bicycle connections

Pedestrian connection to Alewife T Stop
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3. Improve Rindge Avenue streetscape

Rindge Avenue looking east
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5. Form gateways to the neighborhood

-Low density along Riridge Avenue
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6. Anticipate a (future) rail crossing

View from Fresh Pond Mall towards project area
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7. Prepare for mobility changes over time
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Proposed Rindge Commons Plan

) — ~ Rindge Commons Plan
Building A N : i ICON Architecture
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North Cambridge

Railroad Safety Project
Ped + Bike Facilities, 1999

Connectivity
H
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LEGEND
m EXisting
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Alewife District Plan \’//_,4 : :
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Enhanced Crosswalk
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© Potential Rail Crossing




Open Space

Community Path, Somervillle
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Potential Block Structure
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4. FOCUS AREAS

Three Focus Areas in particular represent
opportunities to form a more coherent network
and overcome some of the physical barriers.
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Focus Areas
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Fitchburg Multi-Use Path
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€@ Fitchburg Multi-Use Path

Existing conditions along
Commuter Rail tracks
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€@ Fitchburg Multi-Use Path

Existing conditions at Alewife Brook Parkway
underpass and at the end of Steel Place
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@ East-West Connector

Existing conditions on the Fresh Pond Apartment site

e eE R e )
TE R o ot iy

Al N e wep e
EE VTR e oy e

RNy ey
Th e ey e gpy o
L |

TR

balll L

am

Page 40



€ Rindge Crossing

Existing conditions along Rindge Avenue
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€ Fitchburg Multi-Use Path West segment | Option 1

j L v . . © Use of existing infrastructure
: © Slight conflict with DPW/MBTA
} facility

| @ Depends on right to use private
( road/sidewalk

1]

Steel Place cul-de-sac

Existing path

Existing sidewalk

Future connection to the Quadrangle

Connection to future north-south link

Alewife Brook Parkway underpass

0 Ll 80 200
L 1 1 1 1 1 @
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West segment | Option 2

+~ . © Direct access to Steel Place

- : ' © Fewer conflicts with DPW/MBTA
[ vehicular traffic

@ Requires development of 149
Alewife Brook Parkway

Steel Place cul-de-sac

@ Likely requires excavation to

\ g W | overcome grade changes

DCR Road crossing

Future connection to the Quadrangle

Alewife Brook Parkway underpass

DPW/MBTA Storage area
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(1) Fitchburg Multi-Use Path | | ..  Eastsegment

FIESTT R ) = |
Apartments ‘HH \ |
il =5

Brickworks
~__~ Condos

Apple
Cinemas

i

Access point to Fresh Pond Apartments

Future connection to Sherman Street

Page 44



€@ Fitchburg Multi-Use Path

\

Existing conditions

A A A A
| | L} ]2' L} | |
Commuter Rail Multi-use Surface parking
tracks path
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€@ Fitchburg Multi-Use Path

Existing conditions

Fresh Pond Mall Commuter Rail tracks Multi-use path
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S b

Multi-use paths link neighborhoods and provide incentives for a healthy lifestyle
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€@ Fitchburg Multi-Use Path

Multi-use paths serve as catalysts fof déelopment e
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€@ Fitchburg Multi-Use Path

et

Rt

Area below structures can be transformed into attractive urban spaces

Page 49



@) East-West Connector Option 1

© Net zero parking loss
© Only one crossing

i ® None

Connection to future north-south link

]
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Option 2

© Net zero parking loss
© Direct, straight connection

Comeau Field . .
@ High number of crossings
@ Reorganizing of parking required

New parking spaces

—l
aney; i d
S =

|
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@ East-West Connector

Existing conditions

Surface Parking
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East-west
connector

Existing building



@ East-West Connector

-

=, - - .-—"

- Ppedestrian pathways offer a safe network

'_Pedestri'én connections offer
possibilities for public art
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9 Rindge Crossing Option 1| Road Diet

© Narrow street width makes
a1 crossing easier for bike + ped
4—\ —~ © Pedestrian activated flashing light
: increases crosswalk visibility
- =
Comeau Field

~ @ None

22' Street width

193115 UO
_

Enhanced crossings

FINENNNNATE

bl L f ] =

35 Jefferson 1
=9 Park Tl

L e T
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~ Option 2 | Raised Crosswalk

© High safety for pedestrians + bikers
1

4—\ © Rationalized traffic pattern
| = © Raised crosswalks have low con-

. — struction and maintenance costs
Comeau Field

Alewife Linear Path

@ Reorganizing of parking access
required

@ Loss of parking spaces

Rationalized access drive ~+ 1

j Ej 7“

Raised intersection R , r] d g {

)

| SRR BNNERNE it
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€© Rindge Crossing

Existing conditions

A A Street level A A
= = Rindge Avenue . .
Sidewalk Raised intersection Sidewalk Russel Field
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