
 

 

 

MEMO 
Date:  March 20, 2024 

To:  CRA Board 

From:  Joel Smith 

RE:  300 Binney Signage Proposal 

BACKGROUND 

The development at 300 Binney Street, situated on the seventh individual parcel of Parcel 2 of the Kendall Square 
KSURP area, received initial design approval from the CRA on July 23, 2009, and the construction of the building 
was finalized in 2013. Though the building initially functioned as office space, it was designed with floor-to-floor 
heights and vertical infrastructure circulation space to allow for potential future use as a research and lab facility in 
the future.  In 2022, BXP decided to renovate the space as lab space and lease it to the Broad Institute to 
accommodate their further growth in Kendall Square. Both the MXD Zoning District and the KSURP development 
controls do not make a distinction between office and lab use, therefore the renovation of 300 Binney did not 
involve a change in use. The CRA initially reviewed the building renovation plans at a meeting of the Design 
Review Committee on October 13, 2022, and the CRA Board approved the renovation project on November 16, 
2022.  

SIGNAGE PROPOSAL 

To accommodate the new tenant, as part of the building renovation, BXP is seeking new exterior building 
signage.  The CRA received an initial signage application from BXP for the Broad Institute on February 14, 2024 
(Attachment A). Upon thorough examination, CRA staff found that the signage package was in line with the 
requirements outlined in the MXD District Signage Design Guidelines. Due to the modest nature of the signage 
package, staff recommended that the proposal proceeding directly to the full CRA Board for consideration. The 
final signage package was received March 14, 2024 (Attachment B) with no substantive changes to the proposal.   

BXP is seeking approval to install the sign as part of the approved project. The tenant identity package includes 
the following components: 

• Sign Type A1 Building Identification - Sign panel, dimension of 10’ 7” x 2’ 3”, fabricated stainless steel 
sign panel with #4 horizontal satin grain, and 1/2"satin white acrylic push through logo and text;  

• Sign Type A2 Entry Identification- Sign panel, dimension of 10’ 7” x 2’ 3”, 1/4" painted acrylic logo and 
text mounted to glass storefront, with vinyl backer to mask adhesives;  

• Sign Type A3 Building Address- Sign dimension of 2’ 7” x 6”, Applied matte white vinyl to first surface of 
glass entry centered above doorway and 

• Sign Type A4 Tactile Building Identification- Sign dimensions of 9" x 2”, the sign is 1/8" pressure formed 
acrylic panel with raised text and grade 2 braille, mounted to glass storefront.  
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MOTION 
 
Draft Motion: Approving the Signage Proposal from the Broad Institute at 300 Binney Street, Parcel Two of the 
Kendall Square Urban Redevelopment Plan 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

 
Attachment A: 300 Binney Broad Institute Signage Package from February 14, 2024 
 
Attachment B: 300 Binney Broad Institute Signage Package from March 14, 2024 
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Attachment A 
300 Binney Broad Institute Signage Package from February 14, 2024 
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Exterior Sign Concepts



BuiIding Identificaion 
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Main Entrance Graphics on Glass
300 Binney Street
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East Side at Pedestrian Path Detail
300 Binney Street
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East Side at Pedestrian Path Illumaination
300 Binney Street

Broad Institute
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Attachment B 
300 Binney Broad Institute Signage Package from March 14, 2024 

 









Scale 1/16" - 1'-0"

East Elevation: Building Identification Sign
300 Binney Street

Broad Institute
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East Elevation: Building Identification Sign Detail
300 Binney Street

Broad Institute



Edge-lit letters

Proposed Illumination

Illuminated logo Halo Illuminated type
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East Elevation: Building Identification Sign Illumination
300 Binney Street

Broad Institute



East Elevation: Building Identification Sign Description
300 Binney Street

Broad Institute
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Sign Type A1 - Building Identification

Typestyle:  N/A (Artwork to be provided)  
 
Colors:  Logo: Pantone 300C and White
 Text: Black

Description: Fabricated stainless steel sign panel with #4 horizontal 
satin grain, and 1/2"satin white acrylic push through 
logo and text. Logo has applied translucent vinyl face, 
to match Pantone 300C (3m 3630-127 intense blue, or 
approved equal). Lettering has .030" painted aluminum 
faces adhered to face of acrylic. Panel internally 
illuminated by LED, face and returns of logo to 
illuminate, text to be halo illuminated through returns of 
push through acrylic. 

 Panel to be inset flush with terracotta rain screen, with 
panel clips and silicone as required. Fabricator to supply 
power supplies, drivers, photocells, and shut off switches 
for final connection by project electrician.

 Illumination to be controlled by timers to illuminate from 
Dusk - 11:00 PM. Light output to be controlled by 
dimmers.
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Context Elevation

Scale: 3/16" = 1'-0"

Detail Elevation

Scale: 3/4" = 1'-0"

Vertical Section

Scale: 1 1/2" = 1'-0"

Stainless steel channel frame

Signwhite polycarbonate push
through letters with .030" painted
aluminum faces

Aluminum backer panel painted
white with welded z-clips to mount
sign panel. 

6000K White LED

Provide access to illumination
by lifting sign out of cavity

Sign removal: stainless steel frame and panel to be lifted out and
replaced with matching terra cotta panels, held as attic stock by owner.
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specified by fabricator

East Elevation: Building Identification Sign Description
300 Binney Street

Broad Institute



East Elevation: Proposed LED Product Information
300 Binney Street

Broad Institute
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East Elevation: Daytime Building Rendering
300 Binney Street

Broad Institute
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300 BINNEY

Sign Type A2 - Entry Identification

Typestyle:  N/A (Artwork to be provided)  
 
Colors:  Logo: Pantone 300C and White
 Text: Black

Description: 1/4" painted acrylic logo and text mounted to glass 
storefront, with vinyl backer to mask adhesives.

 Text and logo painted on all sides, black and blue as 
shown, white portion of logo to be masked and sprayed 
white. Vinyl backer to match color fields of text and logo 
only no white. 

Glass storefront

Painted acrylic logo

Color matched vinyl backer
applied to first surface of 
glass storefront

Painted acrylic type
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North Elevation: Building Entry Sigange
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300 BINNEY

Context Elevation

Scale: 1/4" = 1'-0"

Detail Elevation

Scale: 1" = 1'-0"

5'
-0

" 
AF

F 
to

 to
p

See Sign Type A2

See Sign Type A4

Sign Type A3 - Building Address

Typestyle:  Open Sans Regular +20em UC (Optical) 
 
Colors:  Text: White

Description: Applied matte white vinyl to first surface of 
glass entry centered above doorway.

300 BINNEY6"
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EQ EQ

North Elevation: Building Entry Sigange
300 Binney Street

Broad Institute

2'-7"



North Elevation: Building Entry Sigange
300 Binney Street

Broad Institute

Sign Type A4 - Tactile Building Identification

Typestyle:  Open Sans Regular +20em UC - Optical 
 
Colors:  Colorless

Description: 1/8" pressure formed acrylic panel with raised text and 
grade 2 braille, mounted to glass storefront with clear 
VHB tape or equal. 
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1/32" Raised text (Clear)
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1/32" raised grade 2 braille (Clear)
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