
NEIGHBORHOOD & LONG-TERM PLANNING; 
PUBLIC FACILITIES, ARTS AND CELEBRATIONS 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS   In City Council April 23, 2018 

Councillor Dennis J. Carlone, Co-Chair 
Councillor Quinton Y. Zondervan, Co-Chair 
Councillor Craig Kelley 
Councillor Sumbul Siddiqui 
Councillor Timothy J. Toomey, Jr. 

 

The Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning; Public Facilities, Arts and Celebrations 

Committee held a public hearing on April 18, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. in the Sullivan Chamber. 

 

The purpose of the hearing was for the purpose of reviewing and confirming the City 

Manager’s selection of Margaret Drury as a member of the Cambridge Redevelopment 

Authority (CRA) Board for a term of five years.   

 

Present at the hearing were Councillor Carlone and Councillor Zondervan, Co-Chairs of 

the Committee, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Toomey, Councillor Kelley, Councillor 

Simmons, Mayor McGovern, Louis DePasquale, City Manager, and Paula M. Crane, 

Deputy City Clerk. 

 

Also present were Tom Evan, Executive Director, Cambridge Redevelopment Authority 

(CRA), Kathy Born, member of the CRA board, and Margaret Drury, member of the 

CRA board.   

 

Councillor Carlone stated that the committee has received a communication from Sally 

Arnold in support of this appointment and asked that this be made part of the permanent 

record of the hearing (ATTACHMENT A).   

 

Councillor Carlone stated that the communication to the City Council from City Manager 

DePasquale recommending the reappointment of Ms. Drury (ATTACHMENT B) and a 

communication from Ms. Drury regarding this appointment (ATTACHMENT C) has 

been supplied to the Committee and the public. 

 

Mr. DePasquale noted that this is an important appointment.  He stated that Ms. Drury 

understands the importance of working with residents, the City Council and the City 

Manager for positive outcomes.  He stated that Ms. Drury and Ms. Born have worked 

well in transforming the CRA.  He noted that Ms. Drury works well with Mr. Evans and 

the board.  He said that he is pleased to make this recommendation and he thanked Ms. 

Drury for all that she has done for the City of Cambridge.   

 

Councillor Toomey thanked City Manager DePasquale for making this recommendation 

to the City Council.  He said that CRA is a great agency and added that it was good to see 

new people step in to turn the agency around.  He said that Ms. Drury was a longtime 



employee of the City of Cambridge and did an admirable job in her previous positions at 

Rent Control and the City Clerk’s Office.  He stated that Ms. Born is a great asset to the 

CRA.  He noted that the area of Binney and Third Streets bring life and activity to the 

area in Kendall Square.  He stated his support for this appointment.   

 

Councillor McGovern said this is a fantastic appointment and added that he has complete 

faith and trust in Ms. Drury’s work.   

 

Councillor Carlone gave Ms. Drury the opportunity to speak on her reappointment to the 

CRA board.   

 

Ms. Drury stated that the CRA board works well together.  She noted that the members 

have different but complimentary backgrounds as it is comprised of two attorneys, two 

architects and one planner with experience in open space.  She noted that the members 

have a real agreement on how they want to be as a board and for the goals of the CRA.  

She commented that they aim to be transparent and she feels that they have lived up to 

that goal.  She noted that share the goal of trying their best to utilize development funds 

that come from Kendall Square developments for the benefit of the public and the 

Cambridge residents who have not received benefits from this economic machine.  She 

explained that the first thing that she and Ms. Born were tasked with was hiring a new 

Executive Director as this position is an important piece of the work of the CRA.  She 

said that the CRA has the benefit in negotiating for development that can be used to help 

the city as the City does not have the same amount of flexibility due to the statute.  She 

noted that the CRA is working on the Foundry project to utilize the benefits that the CRA 

gets for benefits for the community that they otherwise would not have access to.   

 

Councillor Carlone noted that the presence of Mr. Evans and Ms. Born at this hearing 

shows their support of this appointment.     

 

Ms. Born said that it has been a pleasure to serve on the CRA board with Ms. Drury and 

said that she is an asset to the board.  She noted that some members of the City Council 

have had seen the benefit of Ms. Drury’s sage managerial and legal and parliamentary 

skills put to work for the City Council.  She noted that Ms. Drury’s skill set is equally 

appreciated at the CRA.     

 

Mr. Evans stated that he fully endorses the City Manager’s recommendation of this 

appointment.  He said that the CRA is a high functioning board and works well together.  

He said that the members of the board are willing to debate and discuss issues until they 

reach agreement.  He added that Ms. Drury’s moral compass is a benefit to ensuring that 

the CRA is doing the right thing.   

 



Councillor Zondervan said that he is supportive of this appointment and is grateful for the 

work of the CRA.  He noted that he is learning about the CRA and would like the 

opportunity to learn more.  He explained that if he asks challenging questions, they are 

more out of ignorance than confrontation.  He stated that he has had opportunity to attend 

a few CRA presentations and board meetings.  He asked the role that the CRA board 

plays making decisions in terms of development.  He asked what decisions are being 

made to sculpt development.  Ms. Drury responded that the previous Executive Director 

that had been at the CRA for 25 years had a close relationship with Boston Properties 

who is the master developer from the beginning of urban redevelopment.  She noted that 

he was more willing to accept the position of Boston Properties that sometimes 

affordable housing would have to wait because the businesses needed more space.  She 

stated that it was the responsibility of the CRA to approve development plans of a project 

and she noted that the current CRA board did not approve any development until they 

saw evidence that affordable housing would happen within the project.  She said that this 

was a wake-up call to Boston Properties because they took the push for affordable 

housing much more seriously.  She said that the CRA approves the design and 

construction of a project.  She said that currently there is a plan that has been negotiated 

between Boston Properties and the CRA for what will happen to the spaces in between 

the buildings to make them into a more livable place to be.   

 

Mr. Evans said that after the a project development at 88 Ames Street was underway, the 

CRA initiated a rezoning petition to increase development rights in the MXD district.  He 

said that one of the major changes was to increase the affordable housing requirements 

above and beyond what the inclusionary housing requirements were at that time.  He said 

that the CRA pushed that number to the point that this MXD district has the highest 

requirement of affordable housing in the city.  He noted that the CRA is receptive to the 

policy direction of the City Council.   

 

Councillor Simmons stated that if she had a vote as a member of this committee, she 

would give it.  She said that she has served with Ms. Drury for many years and she does 

not know anyone who is more committed to her work.  She said that she is pleased that 

Ms. Drury would want to continue to work with the CRA and the City.  She gave a 

resounding recommendation for Ms. Drury.   

 

Councillor Kelley said that he is entirely supportive of this appointment.  He cautioned 

that although there is trust between the CRA board, Mr. Evans and the City Council, it 

must not prevent us from thinking about a time when new skill sets and knowledge are 

needed.   He said that it can be deceptively comforting and perhaps damaging to the 

organization to go back to the familiar.     

 



Councillor Siddiqui thanked Ms. Drury for her service.  She said that she looks forward 

to working with Ms. Drury in the future.  She noted that as someone who grew up in 

affordable housing in the area, it is important to keep the residents in mind.   

 

Ms. Drury said that the CRA board and the Executive Director welcome the members of 

the City Council and the public to attend their meetings.  Mr. Evans stated that the 

members of the City Council should feel free to approach CRA staff to have 

conversations about the CRA and its work.   

 

Councillor Carlone stated that his is impressed by the fact that Ms. Drury, Ms. Born and 

Mr. Evans have interest in the City as a whole.  He said that Ms. Drury was a strong 

participant at a recent Alewife meeting which shows that she is interested in all areas of 

the City.  He said that there is no question that the CRA has been transformed.  He said 

that the fact that the team wants to continue is quite telling.  He said that the CRA is a 

mechanism that is very unique in the city.  He noted that the beauty of the CRA is that it 

is another vehicle that gives the City the ability to implement difficult projects.   

 

Councillor Zondervan stated that he would like to learn more about the role that the CRA 

played in the Foundry Building.  Ms. Drury responded that the City Council decided that 

the CRA would be a good vehicle for determining a plan for the building to ensure that it 

would be a benefit to the City and its residents.    

 

Councillor Zondervan asked about the process in deciding what projects the CRA will 

work on.  He asked if the criteria for such a decision is financially based, capacity based, 

or geographically based.  Ms. Drury responded that that each circumstance is different 

and she offered to meet with Councillor Zondervan to answer any specific questions that 

he may have as it relates to the work of the CRA.  Mr. Evans added that the CRA works 

with the City of Cambridge to decided when the CRA will become involved in a project.   

 

Councillor Born said that she when she was a City Councillor, she had no idea what the 

CRA was doing.  She stated her hope that there is currently not the same feeling.  She 

said that the CRA considers itself as acting on behalf of the government of the city.  She 

said that the closeness of goals is very important.  She stated that the CRA welcomes 

input from the City Council.  She said that the CRA has substantial financial assets and it 

is their passion that these assets be spread to the people in the city that can benefit from 

what those assets can buy.   

 

Councillor Zondervan asked about other projects that the CRA envisions would benefit 

underserved communities in Cambridge.  Ms. Drury said that there are a lot of ongoing 

projects that can be of enormous benefit.  She spoke about the transportation work that 

the CRA is involved in.  She said that the work that is planning and conceptual on transit 



issues is important.  She stated that the Binney and Third Street civic space is wonderful 

and it is utilized by those in Kendall Square.  She stated her hope that the CRA can be 

useful in the Alewife area and she added that it would be a real benefit to the City to find 

a way for the CRA to be involved.  She stated that there are some pieces of the planning 

that still need to be done and the CRA would be a helpful voice.   

 

Mr. Evans spoke about an MXD zoning requirement that 25% of the innovation space 

would be set aside as below market to provide opportunities for individuals to enter the 

innovation economy.  He said that they are looking to have a workforce readiness campus 

in the heart of Kendall Square where they can bring in programs to aid in entering the 

innovation economy.  Councillor Carlone said that the Volpe zoning required the 

petitioner to set up a job training facility and he hopes that the CRA will participate.  

Councillor Zondervan added that he would be very happy to collaborate or discuss new 

ideas as it relates to the innovation economy.   

 

Councillor Toomey made the following motion: 

 

ORDERED: That the Neighborhood and Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, 

Arts and Celebrations Committee forward a favorable 

recommendation to the full City Council confirming the 

reappointment of Margaret Drury as a member of the Cambridge 

Redevelopment Authority Board for a term of five years.   

 

The motion passed on a voice vote of five members.   

 

Councillor Carlone reiterated that the CRA meetings are open to the public and added 

that the CRA does listen to comments which allows people to feel that they are part of the 

discussion.   

 

Councillors Carlone and thanked all those present for their attendance. 

 

The hearing adjourned at 3:47 p.m. 

      

For the Committee, 

 

 

     ________________________________ 

     Councillor Dennis J. Carlone, Co-Chair 

     Councillor Quinton Y. Zondervan, Co-Chair 

Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning; 

Public Facilities, Arts and Celebrations Committee 



 

 

 


