Cambridge cuts ribbon on
transformed Foundry 101 building, a
new space for artists

Creatives will have home to call their own come early September

&William J. Dowd

wickedlocal.com

Cambridge creatives and artists will have a communal space to call their own
in The Foundry 101 come early September.

Community leaders cut a big blue ribbon with oversized scissors on June 22,
celebrating the $47 million adaptive reuse project's substantial completion.
The ceremony played out before a gathered crowd on a sprawling plaza that
leads to the foundry's front entrance.
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The city acquired the 50,000-square-foot, historic foundry at 101 Rogers St. in
2012. Since 2015, the Cambridge Redevelopment Authority and the city
collaborated on the capital project to transform the vacant building into an
innovative, multi-purpose community center.

"In my 30-year career as an architect, I have never seen a public project like
this one," said CambridgeSeven principal architect Stefanie Greenfield, whose
firm oversaw the capital project's design. "This is the most unique building
type that we have been engaged in. This building [now] houses a makerspace,
culinary kitchen, textile and metalsmith workshop, a dance studio, an art
gallery, and a performance theater — and it's all open to the public.”



According to the Cambridge Redevelopment Authority, the newly renovated

Foundry's specific features include but are not limited to:

Multi-purpose rooms for community meetings and other programs
Maker workshops for wood, jewelry, fabric arts, and digital fabrication
Multi-use performance space

Dance/fitness/rehearsal room

Artist studios

Demonstration kitchen

Cafe serving light fare

Community hall & gallery

Office space at market and below market rents



A more inclusive Kendall Square

Timothy Toomey, a former state representative and Cambridge city councilor,
said the public building will serve as a unifying hub, bringing together East
Cambridge and Kendall Square.

"As we work towards building a more inclusive Kendall Square, the foundry
will set the stage for breaking down those barriers," Toomey told the gathered
crowd. "In the foundry, we have a place for the arts, a shared space for
innovation and a vision to connect all members of the Cambridge community."

The ribbon-cutting represents the culmination of many years of work,
including the process of culling community input.



"It took seven years to get to this point," said Elisa H. Hamilton. "The kind of
community outreach that was done and the stakeholder inclusion showed that
Cambridge wanted to do it right."

She added, "They wanted this space to be a welcoming place."”

— - —

The city commissioned Hamilton to produce a series of Cambridge residents'

oral histories that will be displayed in the foundry. She has spent three years
on the project entitled "Foundry Jukebox," which will have a soft release on
July 12 in the Cambridge Public Library from 5:30-7 p.m.

The Foundry Consortium, a nonprofit founded in conjunction with the capital
project, will carry out a trio of duties: "Program management and outreach,
property management, and, over time, sub-tenant recruitment and selection."

More:How Cambridge has celebrated its LGBTQ+ community with long

history of support, legislation
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The consortium endeavors to ensure the Foundry is self-sustaining and
becomes a collaborative and thriving innovative center for visual and
performing arts, entrepreneurship, technology and workforce education.

A little history

Charles Sullivan, Cambridge Historical Commission executive director, said
the foundry sat in the very heart of a larger industrial complex for the Blake &
Knowles Steam Pump Company.

"That included over 15 buildings on six blocks that employed 2,000 men and
women to make industrial pumps," said Sullivan, adding the pumps ranged in
size from as small as suitcases to as large as vans. "On this side was a foundry
for melting iron in temperatures of 2,800 degrees."



According to the Cambridge Redevelopment Authority's website, the foundry

processed up to 50 tons of iron per day.

"Luckily, no one in Cambridge today has to work under those conditions of
2,800 degrees."

The foundry shuttered in 1927, but over the years, it has had many different
purposes: A taxi barn, auto repair shop and office building.
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