
 

 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: CRA Board 

From: Fabiola Alikpokou 

Date: June 8, 2022 

Re: Danny Lewin: Park Redesign  

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Renovations to Danny Lewin Park were first discussed in 2018, as part of a broader planning effort for 
the interstitial spaces of Ames Place within Parcel Three of the Kendall Square Urban Redevelopment 
Plan (KSURP). The CRA began exploring partially removing the brick and wrought iron fence structure 
surrounding Danny Lewin Park and improving the park in a way that aligns with Ames Place Open 
Space (APOS) goals (Attachment A). The APOS planning effort, led by Mikyoung Kim Designs (MYKD), 
aimed to activate the interior open space and improve access into and through the block to increase 
the utility of open space in the KSURP. The outreach efforts in 2018, both with property stakeholders 
and the public, supported the concept of increasing the porosity of the park boundary.  
 
As the CRA began examining ways to improve Danny Lewin Park, the Marriott Residence Inn 
proposed redesigning their open space at 120 Broadway, which makes up roughly a third of the area 
designated as Danny Lewin Park, as part of a renovation effort their ground floor renovation. They 
were looking to expand their existing food and dining services to include a full-service bar and 
enhance seating options for guests and visitors. The proposed redesign of the open space includes 
connecting the western portion of their building to Danny Lewin Park through a new doorway and 
adding a patio with outdoor furniture as away. The proposal was an impetus for accelerating the 
Danny Lewin Park redesign, and the CRA worked with Residence Inn to ensure their patio on one-
thirds of the park worked and felt as one with the rest of the park. 
 
The CRA proceeded to take steps towards redesigning the other two-thirds of Danny Lewin Park, 
owned by Boston Properties. It was negotiated that the redesign will be completed as part of 
mitigation for the Infill Development Concept Plan Amendment Two. To achieve holistic and 
collaborative designs for the larger park space, CRA staff contracted with MYKD to re-envision the 
landscape plantings, fencing, seating and activation nodes, and pathways in the park. 
 
DANNY LEWIN PARK REDESIGN 
 
In early 2022, the CRA finalized a conceptual design contract with MYKD to remove the existing fence 
and curb at Broadway along the North end of the park and at Ames Place along the South end of the 
park, as well as recommend landscape improvements in the park. The critical components of the 
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overall project are to increase the porosity of the park, conserve and enhance greenery, preserve 
Danny Lewin's memorial, increase seating and lounging options, activate and provide space for 
activities, and maintain the tranquil character of the park. 
 
The CRA staff worked with MYKD to create the first design (Attachment B). To continue collaboration 
on the project, the CRA staff met with Boston Properties, Residence Inn, Google, and Akamai 
separately to obtain their thoughts on the design direction. They provided comments which were 
incorporated into the design. Additionally, staff created a project webpage on the CRA website to 
inform the public of the process and share materials related to the project. 
 
On May 4, the CRA staff and MYKD presented the design to the CRA Design Review Committee, and 
members shared feedback on the design. While they liked the initial step of improving the space, 
they suggested simplifying the path to enhance the continuity of the space, combining the pockets of 
open spaces into larger areas, putting community tables on harder surfaces rather than on the grass, 
and reconsidering the direction of the paths that leads to Residence Inn's patio.  
 
After incorporating the comments from the May 4th meeting, the CRA staff and MYKD presented the 
updated design (Attachment C) to the community on May 25. The meeting was held virtually on 
Zoom and was advertised to the community via social media, posters in the Kendall Square area, 
including one at Danny Lewin Park, an email sent out through the CRA list-serv with more than 600 
subscribers, and a number of local neighborhood groups were invited. An invitation was also sent to 
the residential buildings in Kendall Square. During the meeting, community members asked questions 
and suggested what kind of flowers to plant in the area. Overall, there was support for the project, 
and no significant modification came out of the meeting. After the meeting, the recorded 
presentation and design were posted on the project page, and the community was given additional 
days to provide comments. This allowed other stakeholders who could not attend the meeting to 
understand the design and share their feedback. One comment was received, which expressed 
excitement for the project. The City commented about the need for bike racks for the park, and 
MYKD has identified two locations to accommodate additional bike racks. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A: Ames Place Open Space Plan 
Attachment B: First Schematic Design- Before Comments 
Attachment C: Final Schematic Design- After incorporating comments 
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Attachment A 
Ames Place Open Space Plan 
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Ames Place Open Space
Concept Design - CDD Review

May 28, 2020
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AMES PLACE OPEN SPACE : SITE BOUNDARY
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AMES PLACE OPEN SPACE : COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
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AMES PLACE OPEN SPACE : COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
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AMES PLACE OPEN SPACE : COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
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PROJECT GOALS: 

TO CREATE…

•A SPACE THAT REFLECTS AND INSPIRES KENDALL SQUARE'S CREATIVITY AND 

INNOVATIVE NATURE

•SAFE AND ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN PATHWAYS WITH IMPROVED WAYFINDING

•A SPACE THAT SUCCESSFULLY BALANCES CONTEMPLATIVE AND ACTIVE USES 

•A GREEN AND HEALTHY SPACE AND EMBRACES PLANTS AND PRESERVES 

TREES
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JCONCPET

GARDEN PARTY: 

BANDING

INTIMATE SPACES

NATURAL MATERIALS

REC ROOM: 

BOLD COLORS

INNOVATIVE CAMPUS

OPEN PLAYFUL DESIGN

VS
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AMES PLACE OPEN SPACE : GARDEN PARTY (CONCEPT A) SCHEME 1
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AMES PLACE OPEN SPACE : REC ROOM (CONCEPT B) SCHEME 2
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JCONCPET

GARDEN (WITH A LITTLE EXTRA) PARTY: 

NATURAL MATERIALS

BOLD COLORS

A SPACE FOR EVERYONE
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AMES PLACE OPEN SPACE: GARDEN PARTY  2.0 PROGRAM
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AMES PLACE OPEN SPACE: GARDEN PARTY  2.0 WORK
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AMES PLACE OPEN SPACE: GARDEN PARTY  2.0 PLAY
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Attachment B 
First Schematic Design- Before Comments 
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Danny Lewin Park Preliminary Concept Strategy Programming Diagram
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Danny Lewin Park Preliminary Concept Strategy Illustrative Plan
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Attachment C 
Final Schematic Design- After incorporating comments 
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Danny Lewin Park Concept Strategy Programming Diagram
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Danny Lewin Park Concept Strategy Illustrative Plan



RAM
P

+(19.44)

(21.08)+ 

(21.00)+ 

+19.70 

+20.00 

+(19.21)

+(20.40)

+(19.00)

FLEXIBLE 
LAWN

AMES PLACE

GARDEN 
NOOK

150 BROADWAY

SEATING 
NOOK

GARDEN 
PLANTING

GARDEN 
PLANTING

0 16’ 32’ N

BROADWAY

RESIDENCE INN

+(XX.XX)

+XX.XX

PROPOSED TREES

EXISTING SPOT ELEVATION

PROPOSED SPOT ELEVATION

DANNY LEWIN PLAQUE LOCATION

POPS SIGNAGE LOCATION

FUTURE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTION

LEGEND

RESIDENCE INN 
OUTDOOR PATIO

GARDEN 
SEATING

COMMUNITY 
TABLE

 

landscape architects

Danny Lewin Park Concept Strategy Illustrative Plan
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Danny Lewin Park Concept Strategy Broadway Perspective
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Danny Lewin Park Concept Strategy Ames Place Perspective
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