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Dear Tom and Swaathi,

 

Attached is communication from the East Cambridge Planning Team to the Cambridge Redevelopment Authority
regarding 174 Binney Street, CRA Parcel 6. Please forward this letter to your respective organizations. Thanks.

 

Very truly yours,

Chuck Hinds

President

East Cambridge Planning Team

 

Mobile: 617-407-0574

 

A neighborhood organization serving East Cambridge since 1965.
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A Neighborhood Organization for the Betterment of East Cambridge 

 

East End House 105 Spring Street, Cambridge MA 02141 

ecplanningteam@gmail.com 

 

June 13, 2022 
Cambridge Redevelopment Authority 
255 Main Street. 8th Floor 
Cambridge, MA 02142 
 
 

      RE:  174 Binney St (Parcel 6) 

 

Dear Board Chair Born; Vice Chair Crawford; Members Bator, Zevin, and Drury; and Executive Director 

Evans: 

 
At the East Cambridge Planning Team (ECPT) meeting on June 8, 2022, members of the East 
Cambridge Open Space Trust (ECOST) presented a conceptual design for a pocket park at the corner of 
Third and Binney Streets. The pocket park concept was spurred when both the ECPT and ECOST 
became aware of MIT’s interest in acquiring the property owned by the Cambridge Redevelopment 
Authority (CRA) located at 174 Binney Street, also known as CRA Parcel 6, situated at the corner of Third 
and Binney Streets (see attachment 1). 
 
Three different scenarios were presented at the meeting: scenario 1, where Parcel 6 remains as is 
currently; scenario 2, where Volpe building R4 is moved to Third Street and the space between buildings 
C4 and R4 increased; and scenario 3, where building R4 is moved closer to C4, creating a larger space 
at the corner of Third and Binney (see attachment 2). 
 
After the presentation, ECPT discussed the options and voted unanimously and enthusiastically to 
support scenario 3, a larger park area at the corner of Third and Binney. Some of the reasoning included: 
 

• Inviting to Public. Having the park between buildings C4 and R4 will not be as inviting to the 
general public and feel more private, as many spaces sandwiched between buildings do. 

• Exposure to Sunlight. A park between buildings C4 and R4 will have significantly less sunlight 
exposure from being wedged between two tall buildings. 

• Traffic Considerations. As it exists now, the intersection of Third and Binney has a high rate of 
vehicular accidents. Having building R4 at the corner will exacerbate this problem by restricting 
visibility for turning vehicles, which increases risk to other vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians. 

 
We urge the CRA to ensure that a sale would include a stipulation that MIT’s existing commitment for this 
small open space within their existing Volpe property be consolidated with parcel 6, as shown in scenario 
3, to make for a more generous and useful open space that can serve the present and future population 
of this area and can contribute to a necklace of open space serving the heaviest concentration of people 
living and working in East Cambridge. Thanks for your consideration. 
 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

Charles T. Hinds 

President, ECPT 
 
 

mailto:ecplanningteam@gmail.com


 
 

 
 
 
Attachments: MITIMCo Letter of Interest to acquire 174 Binney St (Parcel 6) dated October 8, 2021. 
          Proposal for a Pocket Park at the Corner of Third and Binney  
 
CC: Michael Owu, Managing Director, MIT Investment Management Company 
       Sarah Gallop, Co-Director, MIT Office of Government and Community Relations 
       Cambridge Planning Board 
       Cambridge City Council 

        







   

 

 

 

 

Proposal for Pocket Park at Third and Binney 
 

Scenario 1 
Cambridge Redevelopment Authority 

keeps ownership of 174 Binney Parcel. 

Pocket park is placed between C4 and R4. 

Cambridge Redevelopment Authority (CRA) 
Land – 174 Binney St (Parcel 6) 

Pocket Park between C4 and R4 

Senecio 2 
MIT purchases land from CRA. R4 moved 
to Third St edge. Large pocket park is 
created between C4 and R4 

Larger Pocket Park between C4 
and R4  

Scenario 3 
Large pocket Park between C4 and R4 is 
moved to Third and Binney. 

Larger Pocket Park at corner of 
Third and Binney 


